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Two ImportepD DISEASES. 


The Board of Agriculture has recently issued to 
the practising veterinarians of Great Britain two 
circulars, dealing respectively with rabies and foot- 
and-mouth disease. Both emphasise the greatly 
increased danger of importing disease in which the 
country now stands, and ask practitioners to be 
constantly on the watch for cases that are even 
suggestive. This is especially urgently worded as 
regards foot-and-mouth disease; for we are asked 
“to notify every case that is in the slightest degree 
suspicious, should you find yourself unable to say 
definitely that disease does not exist.” This may 
lead to false alarms, which the Board evidently 
accept-—for the sake of lessening the risks. 

The procedure on the part of the Board is not 
usual, but the whole profession will see the justice 
of this call for co-operation. At any moment the 
question of whether disease does or does not obtain 
a formidable start may depend upon the alertness 
of a singlé practitioner. One clinical error may 
cost the country thousands of pounds in the case of 
the one disease, or human life in the case of the 
other. Remembering this, we cannot be too care 
ful; and our errors should all be on the side of 
excess of caution. 


‘“‘GOING THE WRONG WAY.” 


Attention has again been drawn to this subject, 
the importance of which even to-day is perhaps not 
sufficiently recognised. A generation ago, compar- 
atively few clinicians realised the danger of fluids 
passing into the trachea; to-day, it is much better 
understood. In erg! | respiratory troubles the 
accident is so frequent that it should contra-indicate 
the use of draughts in such cases; in other condi- 
tions, also, it is probably more common than is 
generally supposed. The degree of danger aris- 
ing from it is more debatable, and certainly de- 

ends a good deal upon circumstances. t is 

nown that the healthy respiratory passages can 
absorb quantities of water very rapidly, and are 
also remarkably tolerant of at least some irritants. 
There is still much to learn as to how far these 
attributes may be modified by disease, what irritants 
are the most dangerous, and what non-respiratory 


affections most predispose to the accident. Mr. 


Harvey’s remarks on the last two points are of 
value; and, though the subject must cause uncom-_ 
fortable reflections to many old practitioners, it 
deserves more discussion than it has yet received. 


THE SHARE OF SUPRA-RENALS IN THE ACTION 


OF THE PNEUMOGASTRIC UPON THE HEART. 
H. Roger contributed an article upon this 
subject to the Jowrnal de Physiologie et de Patho- 


logie générale for 1917. It is known that two 
antagonistic nerves, the sympathetic and the pneu- 
mogastric, act upon the cardiac muscle. The func- 
tion of the sympathetic being conditioned by the 
supra-renals. Roger has thought it advisable to 
study the action of the vagus nerves upon the 
hearts of animals deprived of their supfra-renals. 
The experiments weré performed upon rabbits, and 
their supra-renals were removed by the abdominal 
route. Half-an-hour after the termination of the 
operation, which lasted ten minutes, the carotids of 
these animals were connected with a meroury mian- 
ometer. Afterwards, first one and then the other 

neumogastric was isolated and divided; or elsé 

oth were left intact, In this manner a variety of 
experiments were performed, which led Roger to 
to the following conclusions :— 

In animals which have been “ decapsulated”’ 
(deprived of their supra-renal capsules) sedtion of 
both vagi produces a slight and transient descent of 
the arterial pressure; but’ as the normal excitant 
action of the sympathetic is not present, a secondary 
elevation of the pressure is not produced. 

When the peripheral end of a pneumogastric of 
a decapsulated animal is faradised, cardiae para: 
lyses are obtained which are longer at each sut- 
cessive stimulation, and which may reach a dura- 
tion of thirty-seven seconds. 

In the normal animal, successive excitations of 
the vagus produce diastolic depressions, each feebler 
and shorter than the last. These niodifications of 
force and duration do not tog to be due td an 
exhaustion of the netve. They, probably depend 
upoti an intervention of the supra-renals; tecause, 
if a dilute solution of adrénalin is injected into the 
veins of a decapsulated rabbit, it is found that the 
cardiac reactions recover the normal type, and, as 
the injection is prelonged, the influence of the 
pneumogastric is lessened till it almost disappears. 

The intervention of the supra-renals also explains 
why successive excitations of the pheunidgastric 
are followed by a secondary elevation of bl0éd pres- 
sure in intact animals, and by a descent in deeap- 
sulated ones. 

In the course of experiments upon d lated 
animals it is frequently seen that excitations of the 

néumogastric, after having produced’ extremely 
[ong paralytic periods of the heart, cause others of 
no more than thé usual duration. This rettitn to 
the normal is especially observed when the animal 
has been left for some minutes to recover. It may 
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perhaps be attributable to a functional modification 
of the myocardium, or perhaps to a vicarious inter- 
vention of the diverse paraganglia. 


In decapsulated animals, both pneumogastrics of | ® 


which have been cut, the excitation of the peri- 
pheral end of one of the cut nerves determines, at 
the same time as the paralysis of the heart, a 
definite paralysis of the respiration. These animals 
may be restored to life by successively injecting 
adrenalin intravenously and practising artificial 
respiration.—(Revista de Higiene y Sanidad Pec- 


Uarias.) 
W. BR. C. 


THE WORK OF THE BRITISH ARMY 
VETERINARY CORPS AT THE FRONTS. 


By Maj.-Gen. Sir FrepK. SMITH, K.C.M.G., C.B., F.R.C.V.S. 
(Reprinted from the Journal of the Royal Society of Arts), 
(Continued from p. 284). 


When the train arrives at the Reception Hospital the 
cases are taken to the admission section, where the serial 
numbers, descriptions, and diseases are verified. Here 
they are marked for retention, transfer, or disposal, 
after being grouped into surgical, medical, contagious 
diseases, mange, etc. The reception hospitals retain 
nothing except very serious or slight cases—the former 
being unfit to be moved, and the latter likely to be so 
short a time under treatment that it is economical to 
hold them. These reception hospitals have to be pre- 
pared to deal with two or three days’ admissions, and 
are generally for 500 to 750 cases. During their stay in 
reception hospital, the animals are tested by what is 
known as the mallein test, to ascertain whether they are 
free from glanders, so that forty-eight hours are spent 
here ; this time is occupied in grouping the sick and 
attending to their immediate requirements. All animals 
that pass the test for glanders can now be disposed of 
by transfer to the other branches of the base hospital 
system. This is carried out by the 7'ransfer section of 
the reception hospital, which takes over the various sur- 
gical, medical and mange groups. From these groups 
cases are drafted to the general and mange hospitals in 
any number desired, the available accommodation at 
each hospital being previously known. 

The Disposal section of the reception hospital deals 
with the cases for destruction or sale, the latter being 
handed over to the Remount Department. 

A “treatment card” for eaeh patient accompanies it 
wherever it goes, so that any change in diagnosjs. or the 
development of a new disease may be noted. The card 
explains what the patient is unable to express, and is 
also a complete record of the animal while under treat- 
ment ; further, it indicates how long any case has been 
in hospital, for there is a time limit, generally placed at 
three months, beyond which it is not economical to 
retain an animal. 

We must now look at the General Hospital. 

These are designed for 2000 cases, and are generally 
divided into eight sections or sub-divisions, each. being 
told off for a certain class of case—for example, lameness, 
surgical foot cases, other surgical cases, pneumonia and 
catarrh, debility, contagious diseases other than mange, 
etc. No case of mange is admitted to a general hospital; 
should one occur, it is transferred to a mange hospital. 
On arrival at a general hospital the cases are verified 
from their treatment cards, and posted to their proper 
wards. It is evident that the experience gained by 
officers in their special class of case is unique, and their 
expert opinion of the utmost value to the patient. 


As an animal in any of the hospita] wards becomes 
convalescent, it is told off to a definite portion of its own 
ward for special feeding and exercise, with the object of 
etting it fit for work, and twice a week the cured cases 
in each ward are sent to the Discharge section of the 
hospital. Here the animal receives an increase in food 
and exercise, and when quite fit for work is again tested 
for glanders ; if passed free it is transferred to the near- 
est remount depot for issue to the troops. 

Cases of debility take a long time to recover, and for 
these special Convalescent depots exist, where the 
animals are at liberty in the open during the day, and 
housed at night. Some of these convalescent depots 
occupy a large tract of country ; one of nearly 3,000 
acres, was the first chosen, and held 4,000animals. The 
large majority of these during the summer are left out 
day and night, only the weaker animals being housed. 
During the winter the numbers in a depot are reduced, 
and all the animals housed. The principle of construc- 
tion employed in these depots is to have a series of well- 
fenced enclosures, each with its own buildings and water- 
supply, with facilities for inspection, exercise, watering 
and feeding ; each group has its own exercising ground. 
The object of this system of separation is to prevent 
extension of contagious diseases should any appear, and, 
to make doubly sure, each group is subdivided into 
smaller groups of fifty horses, This not only gives 
additional isolation but secures individual attention. 
It is very easy to overlook a case in a mob of 1,000 
animals ; it is practically impossible when the group is 
reduced to fifty. 

You may, perhaps, be surprised at the care which is 
paid to the isolation of the horses into small groups, but 
you will remember that the animals in these convales- 
cent depots are allowed their freedom, and in conse- 
quence mix with each other. ‘The horse is the most 
sociable of animals when with his fellows ; he has his 
friends whom he nibbles and rubs against, and also his 
enemies whom, if he is the weaker, he avoids. In spite 
of the systematic inspections which have been carried 
out before he gains admission to a convalescent depot, 
he may nevertheless, be harbouring infectious disease in 
a hidden form, which Jater becoming developed will © 
certainly infect the other animalsin the group. Should 
such a case occur. the risk of infection is reduced to 
relatively unimportant numbers by the system of small 
groups. In this way infection of convalescent depots is 
prevented or controlled. The rule, however, for pre- 
venting infection is that no animals are sent there except 
those requiring a rest owing to debility and exhaustion ; 
no case of disease, and nothing requiring active treat- 
ment is ever knowingly admitted. 

On arrival at a convalesent depot. each animal is care- 
fully examined in order to see that it fulfils the required 
conditions ; those refused admission are returned to 
their hospitals. The serial numbers are verified, hind 
shoes removed to prevent damage from kicking, and the 
whole party remains in isolation for fourteen days, 
during which time it is given the full benefit of the 
depot system of nursing. At the end of this period the 
animals are passed out of the isolation block, and classi- 
fied acerding to condition and strength ; the weaker 
ones being kept together. This not only ensures the 
necessary quietude and rest, but a better distribution of 
food, for the strong horse will always rob the weak. 
Horses are very human in some of their characteristics. 
The diet is most carefully regulated, because an ex- 
hausted horse cannot digest whole or raw grain. 

Asthe animals improve in condition they are gradually 
promoted to the block dealing with those being got 
ready for discharge ; here the feeding is more liberal, 


and the exercise increased From this group animals are 
selected once or twice a week for issue to remount depots, 
all being tested for glanders before being sent away. 
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These convalescent depots are organised on the 
principle that horses at liberty can doa great deal for 
themselves where proper arrangements exist; for 
instance, the exercise is carried out on a large semi- 
circular track which communicates with each enclosure, 
so that the fifty horses are exercised together, not b 
being ridden, but by trotting or cantering around wit 
no weight on their backs, as you will presently see on 
the screen. The pace is regulated by one or two 
mounted men. Having completed their exercise, the 
fifty are returned to their own enclosure, and the next 
batch taken out. It wili be obvious to you what a 
saving in labour is effected by such a system. 

There is no part of the method of restoring war-worn 
animals which more requires a thorough and perfect 
system than a convalescent depot. Non-recognition of 
this in previous campaigns bap been productive of 
enormous losses by the spread of disease. Not the 
least of the triumphs of the Veterinary Service in war 
has been its organisation and management of conva- 
lescent depots. 

Mange Hespitals, as their name implies, are distinct 
institutions for the treatment of the highly contagious 
disease known as mange. It may or may not be known 
to you that mange is due to a special variety of insect 
or mite, of which there are two serious types in the 
horse. One lives on the surface, the other in the depth 
of the skin. The disease caused by the latter is infinite- 
ly more difficult to cure. 

In the organisation of a mange hospital the group 
system is, as usual], adopted. The animals on admission 
are first classified according to whether they are suffer- 
ing from the ravages of the surface parasite, or those o 
the deep-seated one. They are next grouped according 
to severity, all cases of equal intensity being kept 
together. ‘ 

he first important point to decide on admission is 
the type of disease. his is settled by the use of the 
microscope. Every case has to go through this routine, 
and as diagnosed it is sent to its proper ward. If, in 
addition to mange, the animal is suffering from surgical 
trouble or other form of disease, it is grouped according- 
ly, so that the two distinct’ conditions may be lanl: 
taneously dealt with. 

The routine treatment of mange may interest you. 
The cases are first clipped, either by Bar or power- 
driven clippers. The body is then washed to get rid of dirt 
and such ike, and finally the animal enters a swimming 
bath containing an agent which kills the parasite. The 
bath may strike you as a difficult measure to adopt, but 
it is far otherwise. A bath is made by digging a narrow 
trench to a certain depth, rendering its sides and bottom 
water-tight with cement, and arranging it so that the 
animals enter at one end, are completely immersed, and 
swim the length of the bath to the outlet, which is pro- 
vided with a ramp, up which | walk to a dripping 
pen. Here the surplus material is removed, and the 

tients walk about until dry. Two, three or more 
Paths may be needed to ensure cure, for though the 
iusects may be killed, the eggs they lay are very resist- 
ent, and will hatch out later and re-infect the host. We 
know that a few days suffices for the hatching out, so 
that the bath is repeated until the skin is no longer 
itchy, and the new coat is seen to be growing on the 
bare surface. 

The bath is not the only method employed in treating 
cases of mange ; sulphur fumigations are used, and the 
French authorities have largely adopted this method. 
It requires the construction of special] stabling, for the 
animals must be so placed that they do not breathe the 
gas. The head of each projects feo the fumigating 
chamber, and a padding around the head prevents the 
leakage of gas. The whole surface of the body is exposed 


to the fumigation for half an hour. 


Vapour baths are also engages not only with the 
object of getting the animal’s body clean. but also to 
facilitate the penetration of the subsequent dressing. 
Incidentally it may be mentioned that the boiler fur- 
nishing the vapour bath also supplies steam to the swim- 
ming bath, so that in winter the animals enter warm 
instead of cold water. 

We have previously seen the system of grouping 
mange cases according to their nature and severity ; 
they are also grouped in the ward according to the pro- 
gress of the case. Beginning at the bottom of the 
stable, they gradually work up as they improve, until 
they reach the top, by which time it is hoped they are 
cured. Here they remain fourteen days under observa- 
tion, any showing signs of itchiness being sent back for 
further treatment. Those showing no further signs of 
being itchy are drafted to the discharge section of the 
hospital, where they remain under further observation 
until considered safe for issue. During the whole time 
they are under treatment the patients are liberally fed, 
without which recovery would be greatly delayed ; they 
are also exercised daily on the automatic system. 

Mange is the chief animal plague of active service ; it 
was not always so. Glanders at one time held the pre- 
dominant position, but applied science has reduced the 
ravages of this disease to almost a negligible quantity, 
and we are no longer harrassed by its existence and per- 
sistent spread. Far otherwise with mange ; we do not 
know the life-history of the insect apart from the host. 
We know how the disease spreads, and that in three 
months a pair of insects can give rise to one and a half 
million descendants, but we do not know how it is that 


f | animals sent into the field, absolutely free from mange 


and never during their service having been in contact 
with the disease, may contract it under the conditions 
of war. The same remarks apply to lice, both in animals 
and man. No amount of dirt by itself can lead to the 

roduction of a living insect, or any other living matter ; 
life can only spring from pre-existing life. 

I must, however, leave the subject of mange to con- 
clude the account of-veterinary hospitals. 

The public conception of these would probably be 
represented by groups of tumble-down buildings, repos- 
iog in winter in a sea of mud, and surrounded by feetid 
manure heaps, the sick being overcrowded in dark stuffy 
stables, unventilated and undrained, such as the majority 
of the working animals in civil life in this country have 
to endure. The real picture is very different, and shows 
well laid-out blocks of stabling, comfortable, ventilated 
and drained. There is no sign of a manure heap, for in 
this place the highest degree of sanitation is observed. 

Well-made roads intersect the buildings, grass lawns 
exist between the blocks, flower gardens ase encouraged, 
the whole place giving the impression of comfort and 
civilisation. 

These hospitals are the pink of neatness and scrupu- 
lous cleanliness. of order, system and method. The 
watering and feeding arrangements are as perfect as 
modern science can render them, the whole of the food 
being prepared by machinery. A system of competition 
and eal y rivalry is encouraged between the various 
hospitals to ensure that the highest possible standard is 
obtained. There are always original and progressive 
men to be found in every large community, and specially 
selected veterinary officers are placed in command of 
our hospicals with a free hand to improve, and instruc- 
tions never to think that finality has been reached. In 
one hospital in France the very chains which tie up the 
horses shine like silver ; none of it is hand labour ; the 
chains go into a rotating vessel every day and polish 
themselves, and the motive power which cuts the chaff 
and crushes the corn burnishes the chains. In another 
hospital advantage has been taken of a supply of marsh 
gas from a large disused manure-pit ; pipes are driven 
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deeply down into the vegetable mass, and the gas led to 
the hospital, where it is lighted and boils the food for 
the sick, which rage costs not a penny for fuel. If the 
animals are so well looked after, you can imagine the 
care taken of the men, and the comfortable conditions 
in which they live. _ They have their flower and veget- 
able gardens, recreation-rooms and library , and at least 
one hospital has a band, Far better work is obtained 
from men when they are well cared for. 

Wherever we look in the various theatres of war— 
France, Italy, Egypt, Salonica, Mesopotamia, or East or 
South-West Africa the veterin ospitals are on a 
sure foundation. They are modified to meet local con- 
ditions and requirements, also climatic needs, but the 
same principles are observed—system, organisation, and 
whcle-hearted devotion being the watchwords. 


(To be concluded.) 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V5S. 

The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow- 
ing subscriptions for 1919 :— 

In each case the amount subscribed is £1 1s., except 


where otherwise indicated). 
Feb. 
z J. Bolton, Athlone P. T. Lindsay, Maj. R.a.v.c. 
. A. Campbell, W. A. Macgregor, 
roughbridge apt. R.A.V.C. 


D. Clerk, Stonehaven, 
(1918-1919) £2 2s. 
W. Dotchin, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne 
‘T. A. Douglas, Kilmarnock 
. J: 8. Dowland, 
Capt R.A.v.C. 
J. A: Edwards, C’n R.A.v.c. 


T. C. Garry, 
S.W.18 


H. Gillmor, Ayr 
Henry Holroyd, Blackb’n 


D. Marshal], Capt R.A.v.c. 
G. T. Matthews, Bd. of A. 
W. Packman, Bury 
W. Perryman, 

_ London, 8.W.8 
G. R. Simpson, 

Great Driffield 

J. H. Stewart, Swansea 
J. F. Taylor, Capt R.A.v.c, 
J. Taylor, 
Cathkin-by- Rutherglen 
J. H. Taylor, M.c., 


John Holroyd, Maj. B.A.v.C. 
E. £. Jelbart, M.c., J. H. Walker. 

Capt R.A.v.c. Kirkby-Lonsdale 

G. H. Jelbart, A. Wilson, Maj. R.a.v.c. 
Stow-on-the-Wold 28 7 0 
‘Previously acknowledged 523 16 0 
£552 3 0 

Feb. 12. 


A. H. Andrew, C’n R.a.y.c. | T. Lishman, Maj k.A.v.c. 

G. A. Banham, Cambridge | H. H. Lord, Capti.a.v.c 

g. Bowman, Leeds Duncan MacLeod, Gl’sg’w 
QO. C. Bradley, Edinburgh | J. E. Miller, Harwich 

G. A; Eashman, Islington | E. H. Pratt, Northallerton 
F. amibers Maj z.a.v.c. | E. Brayley Reynolds, 

8. B. Clode, Pontypridd R.A.V.C. 

G. Garnett, Hove H. Taylor, Haywards H’th 

W. L. oyne, E. J. Thorburn, Crewk’ne 

Lutterworth | E. Veitch, Weston-s.-Mare 

ton, Maj R.A.v.c. C. Wheeler, C’n R.A.v.C. 
“W. W. Gi iding, Hertford | T. Wilson, Nantwich 

C. S. Hunting, jun., yvis-1919 £2 2s. 

M. Inglis, SWrisht, Wycombe 

. M. aj, For .8S. Wright, H.Wycom 

. H. Leach, Newmarke (1918-1919) £2 Qs, 
G. Lepper, Maj, H. Dyer, Blackheath 

(Donation £1 1s.) 

T. W. Lepper, 33 12 0 

Previously acknowledged 552 3 0 


Feb. 19. 


W. Roach, Exeter. 


F. Bazley, Devizes. 
P. Snaith, Durham. 


D. A. E. Cabot, Board of 


Agriculture, 8.W. 1. | J. Spreull, 
J. F. Craig, Dublin. Cape Colony, 8.A. 
J. A. Gilrnth, Col. Prof. J. F. D. Tutt, - 


Capt. late R.A.v.C. 


Port Darwin, Australia. 
E. C. Webb, 0.B.£. 


C. G. Hill, Darlington. 
J. A. McMenamin, Lieut.-Col., R.A.v.c. 
Maj. R.A.v.c. (s.R. | W. P. Weston, York. 
C. C. Neslin H. E. Wilkinson, 
Ma: 


R. E. L. Penhale, 


Torrington 
1515 0 
Previously acknowledged 585 15 0 
£601 10 0 


Recent NoMINATIONS For CounciL, R.C.V.S 
Candaidtes. Proposers. 


Locke G.H., Manch’r. J. W. Brittlebank, H. Sumner 
Squarr C. A., Reigate. R.C. Irving 


THE CONTROL OF CONTAGIOUS DISEASES 
OF ANIMALS. 


Sir,—I think that perhaps your article on the diffi- 
culties attending the carrying-out of the provisions of 
the Acts relative to the Contagious Diseases of Animals 
would have been more convincing if, besides your refer- 
ence to the present paucity of veterinary surgeons as a 
main cause of those difficulties, you had alluded to 
letters which have recently appeared in 7’he Record call- 
ing attendion to the little use that the authorities make 
of the veterinary surgeons who are still in practice. 

If a client living a couple of miles from my house 
calls me, say, to a sick pig, and after examination I — 
advise him that he ought to communicate with the 
police, a veterinary surgeon arrives from Sawbridge- 
worth (14 miles away) to do the necessary selection and 
forwarding of the “innards.” If the practitioner 
on the same day a similar call 14 miles in the other 
direction, and has his private practice to attend to as 
well, he will be kept busy. 

I will give an example of how this sort of thing 
works. Some years ago, I received a wire to go to a 
farm, and some time after [ had started another tele- 
gram was delivered instructing me not to come, as the 
cow was dead. When I got to the farm I was shown the 
carcase of a cow, just dead, lying in a shed beside the 
highway. The owner had gone to market, but the fore- 
man told me that a butcher had been sent for to dress 
the carcase. The case suggested anthrax, and I told the 
foreman that the butcher must not interfere with the 
carcase until my return ; and taking an ear from the 
animal I went home, and on examining the blood found 
that the cow had died from anthrax. I immediately 
returned and ordered the case to be reported to the 
police. Next day the authorities arrived, specimens 
were taken and sent to London for examination, and it 
was not until the third, or I believe fourth, day after 
the animal’s death that the carcase was removed from 
the shed, dragged along the road to a field, and buried. 
Severe restrictions were of course put on the place for 


some time, and as one may imagine, the farmer was 


greatly indebted to me for my interference and for m 

bromptitade in responding to his telegram. Had 
elayed a little and got his second wire the probabilities 

are that the butcher would have noticed that there was 
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something wrong and refused to dress the carcase, and 
it would have gone to the knacker the same day ; and, 
to the farmer at any rate, this appeared to be quite as 
safe a procedure as the one adopted.— Your truly, 
Enfield. W. R. Davis, M.R.c V.s. 


P.S. May I remark that all who write to you on this 
subject refuse to sign their names. Why ? 


IMPORTANT TO THE PROFESSION. 


Sir.—Recently I made application to the several 
Committees of our Town uncil— Watch, Sanitary, 
an increase of pay out the 
high cost of living, etc. Result—Salary for Inspector- 
ne 4 doubled ; inspection of cows 50% rise; contract 
with horses 50% rise. I trust all Inspectors will do, or 
are doing, likewise. It has been said that we are a 
modest profession (a very fine virtue) in the sense, I 
take it, that we do not press things enough—hide our 
light under bushels—and I fear there is something in 
it. Members of Urban Councils taking all in all hardly 
know what modesty means, altho’ the majority are a 
fair and reasonable lot of men. But things must be 
a to them.— Yours etc., 

he Gables, Reigate, Cuas, A. SQuarr. 

Feb. 18th. 


Sir,—I am very pleased to see Capt. J. Hill’s spirited 
address in to-day’s Record, Under present conditions 
the profession must of necessity be teeming with dis- 
content—Unity is absent, and asa result we are forced 
to act in a most humiliating way and it is extraordinar 
how practitioners manage to live on present fees at all. 

As an example I may quote the remuneration (!) 
allowed by one local authority in this district—mileage 
1/6 per mile after first 2 miles (one way only.) Inspec- 
tion of flock of sheep 7e sheep scab—microscopical exam. 
reports to Board of Agriculture, etc 5/- ! One can imagine 
what the miner and others would do if offered such a 
fee, and any other profession would of course absolutely 
refuse to act in ours: one protestsin vain. With the 
return of the Tuberculosis Order and the advent of the 
Milk and Dairies Bill it really is essential that some- 
thing should be done to put uson a fair footing. The 
medical profession is in reality one of the strongest 
Trade Unions in existence—why cannot we take 
similar action. 

With regard to private practice—it is hopeless for 
members to charge proper professional fees in accord- 
ance with present conditions if more uniformity does 
not ena cannot a scale of fess be drawn up as in 

i 


the case of Solicitors. At present it is chaos. 
Yours etc., 
16/2/19. PRACTITIONER. 


[What the practitioners in Kent achieved in the 
matter of C.C. fees is not yet ancient history ; and the 
action of the men in Derbyshire is only a few weeks old. 
On the’ next—possibly on the same page, we print the 
note of Mr. C. A. Squair on the same subject—in a very 
different tone. It looks as though this correspondent 
lacks “ guts,” as they put it in the R.A.F.). 


DEARTH OF VETERINARY SURGEONS. 


Dear Sir,—Your editorial article in The Veterinary 
Record, of February 8th, in which you state that it is 
impossible to treat with the Tuberculosis Order and 


other contagious diseases at the present time owing to 
the shortage of Veterinary Surgeons. 


I fear that you 


have been sadly misled. I quite agree with Country . 
Practitioner’s letter in this week’s Veterinary Record. 
He states, that within a radius of 20 miles there are a 
score of Veterinary Surgeons--all in practice. I have a 
country practice, and within a radius of 9 miles we have 
3 Veterinary Surgeons—capable men; but we have 
never been approached by the Board of Agriculture to 
do any work tor them. What is the reason? They 
must think we are a lot of children and they can do 
what they like with us. The time has arrived when a 
stop must be put to this treatment, otherwise it will be 
the ruin of the veterinary profession. 

Mr. Editor—do you think it fair that the Board of 
Agriculture should have the power to appoint a certain 
Veterinary Surgeon in a certain district—to carry out 
the Contagious Diseases Act when other Veterinary 
Surgeons are in practice? When one has a good practice, 
and the clients have every confidence in him, should a 
contagious disease break out you have no alternative 
but your opponent is called in and carries out the 
business, and you have no say in the matter. It is not 
the remuneration, but it is the unprofessional, degrading 
and humiliation of it. 

At a veterinary medical meeting reported in 7'he 
Veterinary Record of August 26th, 1911, this question 
was brought up by Mr. Gold, who said it was a great 
hardship to a local practitioner for a man to be appoint- 
ed as Veterinary en gp to operate in the same dis- 
trict covered by another man’s practice. 

Mr. Stockman (as he was then) said he might not like 
it himself, but surely someone must be responsible, and 
unless they were prepared to adcpt the only alternative 
—to appoint every man an inspector in his own practice 
—the present system of appointing certain men for 
certain districts must continue ; and he did not think 
it practicable to appoint every man an inspector in his 

ractice (this is what is done in the medical professign. 
hy not in the veterinary profession’) because how- 
ever anxious a man might be to do his duty, when the 
interest of the public clashed with the interest of your 
clients there was just the probability that the public 
interest might suffer. I fail to see this argument. 
am of opinion that it is the other way about—the inspec- 
tor who is your opponent comesto your client and makes 
himself most agreeable, and might strain a point or two 
in his favour with the object of getting his work. I have 
heard of it being done. We must be on the same footing 
as the medical profession—when a doctor has a Fe 
with a contagious or infectious disease. The Medieal 
Officer of Health does not step in and take the ease out 
of his hands, or even go to see the patient. J should 
like to hear the opinion of some of the gentlemen who 
are putting up for the Council of the R.C.VS. 


A Non-SusscriBer 
to the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 


TEACHERS AS COUNCILMEN. 
‘To the Editor of “ The Veterinary Record.” 


Dear Sir,—Your footnote to my former letter stating 
that, “it does little to elucidate the main question, ypon 
which there is a distinct difference of opinion—Is it 
desirable that the teaching colleges should be repre- 
sented on our Council Board?” compels me to again ask 
the hospitality of your columns. 

The whole object of my letter was to deprecate what 
I held to be, the wholly pernicious and schismatic doc- 
trine, that teachers are more highly qualified to hold 
office in our Council than other practitioners. 

It is beyond question that a number of the profession 
are not satisfied with the Council; the general opinion 
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is that it is not so mueh that they have done things 
which they ought not, as that they have left undone 
as 9 which they ought to have done. 

I have never heard a word of criticism against the in- 
dividual members of the Council, but as a corporate 
ea the Council is adversely criticised, and in the words 
of Macaulay, “Surely the uniformity of the phenomenon 
indicates a ee in the cause.” 

Anyone glancing at the composition of the Council 
for this cause, is immediately struck by the large num- 
ber. of teachers thereon, and naturally the following 
questions suggest themselves :— 

(1) Are the teaching schools over-represented? A 
simple sum in proportion, having for its terms the num- 
ber of teachers in the profession and in the Council 
compared with the total strength of the profession 
shows that they are overwhelmingly so. 

(2) Should the schools be represented on the Council ? 
This is very debatable, but as the schools are now, or 
should be component parts of the Universities, and not 
the private property of colleagues whose “ practice” 
takes the form of owning a school, there is not the same 
etn y case for their representation as formerly. The 

uncil, as a Council, should be able to look after the 
interests of the teachers and students as a whole, and 
without bias regarding any one particular school. 

(3) Are teachers more highly qualified as Councillors 
than other members of the profession? As a general 
meager the answer to this cannot be definitely given 

es or No, without leading to interminable and profit- 
less argument. The only proof of qualification is per- 
formance, and he who renders greatest service on the 
Council is obviously best qualified, whether he be 
teacher or otherwise. 

(4) Does the Council govern the schools, or do the 
school representatives govern the Council! That isa 

uestion which I leave your readers to answer for 
themselves, 

The popular belief in the profession is, that the 
Covncil (like the profession at large), suffers under the 
incubus of apathy, and that its most discernable policy 
is that of “ wait and see.” 


I am, Sir, we faithfully, 
A. B. Mattinson, Major R.A.v.c. 

Woolwich, 18. 12/2/19. 

[We suggest the following reflections anent our corres- 

ndent’s four questions. (1) Calculations of the num- 

rs of teachers in the Council and in the profession 
are of value only if we adopt the view that teachers 
come upon the Council as school representatives and 
nothing more. (2) Universities, whatever powers they 
may gain over teachers and schools, have no control 
whatever over the R.C.V.S. curriculum and, examina- 
tions. (3) We agree that this question might lead to 
“interminable and profitless argument,” and also that 
“the only proof of qualification is performance.” We 
simply said, and still maintain, that a fairly broad- 
minded teacher has much better opportunities of fitting 
himself for Council service than most practitioners 
(4) Those who answer this question by saying that’ 
teachers rule the Council must face the fact that they 
never have anything like a majority upon it, with the 
unavoidable inference that teachers generally make the 
most effective Councilmen.—Ed.] 


CUMBERLAND PRACTITIONERS 
AND THEIR FEES. 


For some time past a movement has been on foot to 
combine the veterinary surgeons in Cumberland and to 
revise and make more uniform their professional 
charges. The proposal has been to include in this 
scheme the areas of Carlisle, Brampton, Alston, Penrith, 


Wigton, Abbey Town, Aspatria, Ireby, Keswick, Cocker- 
mouth, Brigham, Workington, Whitehaven, and Millom, 
each of which in normal times carries one or more practi- 
tioners. 

A meeting, having this object, was held at Aspatria, 
convened by the following circular :— 


“Dear Sir,—As the proposals for standardising and 
equalising the professional fees charged throughout the 
county, drafted and sent round by Mr. Thompson, did 
not prove acceptable, and were generally thought not to 
go far enough, a revised scheme has been prepared on an 
extended scale and more in the spirit of the replies 
received. It is now proposed to submit this revised 
scheme to a meeting of the county practitioners at the 
“Sun Hotel,” Aspatria, on Friday, January 31st inst., 
at 3 p.m. sharp, at Which your presence is requested. 

In the event of your inability or disinclination to be 

resent, you are asked to signify the same, either to Mr. 
Tien son, Aspatria, or to the Convener of this meet- 
ing. In the absence of any reply from you, it will be 
taken to mean that you do not acquiesce in the move- 
ment and do not wish to associate yourself with it in 
any way. 
The ities gentlemen have already, provisionally, 
approved the scheme, and it is confidently anticipated 
that a large majority, if not all the county practitioners, 
will hereafter fall into line :— 

J. Soulsby, Cockermouth, W. Litt, Whitehaven. 

H. Thompson, Aspatria, 


H. Barrow, Ireby, 
James Bell, Carlisle, F. Ashley, Dalston, 


and J. Donald, Wigton (Convener of the meeting). 
J. DonALp, Wigton.” 


The following gentlemen attended: J. Soulsby, 
Cockermouth ; H. Thompson, Aspatria; F. Ashley, 
Dalston ; J. G. Bell, Carlisle ; J. Troughear, Working- 
ton ; H. Barrow, Ireby, and J. Donald, Wigton. Apolo- 
gies for non-attendance and expressing sympathy with 
the objects of the meeting were received from Messrs. 
Craig Robinson, Carlisle ; T. W. Hewetson, Brampton ; 
Wm. Litt, Whitehaven. No reply was received from 
Messrs. Steel, Wigton ; Little, Alston ; Hewson, Carlisle, 
or Hodgson, Brigham, and by the terms of the circular 
it was concluded that they did not wish or intend join- 
ing the scheme. 

Mr. Thompson, who was voted to the chair, said that 
almost every section of the community were now com- 
bined together to protect their own particular interests. 
The farmers had their Union to look after their interests 
and he thought it was time the veterinary profession 
did something in that line also. Is was everywhere 
acknowledged that the veterinary surgeon was very in- 
adequately paid for some of his services, and it was 
worthy of note that those veterinary surgeons in the 
county who run shoeing forges along with their practice 
had some time ago combined with the farriers to raise 
their prices. 

The object of this movement was not intended as a 
war-time expedient, but is an attempt to federate the 
members and adopt measures that will secure for us fair 
treatment and what may be considered reasonable re- 
muneration for our services and charges for the drugs, 
etc., supplied under normal and settled conditions of 

ractice. We are out to bury the past and redeem the 

uture,and what is most needed is some plan for equal- 
ising the charges in the different county areas, as also of 
adjoining practices—some system of protecting us 
against ourselves, if he might so put it. 

The adherence of 9 out of the 13 qualified practi- 
tioners at present in the county is, he considered, a very 
satisfactory start, which, combined with the measure of 
support promised by those members who are now 
serving with His Majesty’s Forces on their return home, 
augured well for the ultimate success of the scheme. 
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He would ask Mr. Donald to give an outline of the 
proposals which it was intended to submit to the con- 
sideration of the meeting as a basis for discussion : 


A set of Rules for regulating the conduct of practi- 
tioners to one another, etc., who become members of 
this proposed Federation. 


Under this head the following code of ethics was 
unanimously agreed to :— 

1. No solicitation of other people’s clients permissible. 

2. Noundercutting below the scale adopted. 

3. When a new client presents himself that is either 
known, or is reasonably suspected to be the client of 
another federated member, the reason for the change is 
to be ascertained, and the preceding practitioner shall 
be notified by the client that his services are no longer 
required before the succeeding practitioner takes over 
the case. The succeeding practitioner will further be 
expected to privately notify his brother member that he 
has been requested to attend there, and that he has 
undertaken the duty or consented on above under- 
standing. 

Where another member is in attendance no such case 
shall be taken on except as a consultation, unless this 
rule of notification has first been observed. 

4. In the event of an emergency call to another’s 
client the case to be handed over to the regular attend- 
ant as soon as he is available, and the costs of such at- 
tendance to be sent through the regular attendant. 

5.- Every neighbouring practitioner shall be expected 
to render all reasonable assistance in case of illness or 
unavoidable absence. 

6. Consultations. Consultants will be expected to 
first explain their views to the attendant practitioner, 
and to agree with him how the position is to be put 
before the client. 

7. Subscribers to this scheme are to be held to bind 
their assistants to a strict observance of its conditions. 

8. Each subscriber to this scheme must agree that in 
the event of any complaint against his conduct, the 
matter shall be submitted for adjudication to a neutral 
referee elected by the other members, and that he will 
abide by the decisioa of such.tribunal. 

Note. These rules are only to operate as between 
subscribers to this scheme. Freedom of action and 
practice are allowed in dealing with competitors who 
are not, or have not joined in this combine. 


The Food Production Department's Panel System. 
At this stage the meeting had before it the panel system 
of the F.P.D. for the employment of Veterinary services. 
It was unanimously agreed that (notwithstanding the 
official intimation that 90 per cent. of the veterinary 
surgeons to whom these appointments had been offered 
had accepted them without demur), the members have 
nothing to do with their scheme, feeling that the terms 
ahd conditions offered were little less than an insult to 
the profession. It was decided that no one holding this 
appointment shall be admitted a member of this 
Federation. 

It was incidentally mentioned that the Penrith branch 
of the Agricultural Union had already been employing 
a layman to do some veterinary work for them, and it 
might reasonably be expected that the local branches 
would next be approaching veterinary surgeons to do 
the work of their members on the basis of the F.P.D. 
Panel system, or some similar scale. 


The adoption of a general scale of visiting charges on 
the basis of the mileage one way. 

After discussion of the subject from various points of 
view anda free exchange of opinion, it was decided the 
best course was to fix a minimum scale, below which no 
member would need to go in any case, and under which 
it would not pay non-federated members to try to under- 


cut : leaving members free to charge anything above that 
scale that they might feel themselve entitled to, or their 
circumstances warrant. A scale of fees was drawn up 
on these lines and adopted. 


The adoption of a scale of fees adaptable to the re 
quirements of general practice that are considered as 
fatr between clients and ourselves for the services rendered. 

Under this head a schedule of fees was fixed for :— 
examinations as to soundness : operations (detailed list) : 
consultations : castration (all species and ages): partu- 
rition and the various conditions arising in obstetrical 
practice : treatment—by inoculation, by fumigation, by 
injection, etc. Sanitary, County Council, and Board of 
Agriculture work : application of the tuberculin test, 
and the use of tuberculin, mallein, etc., for diagnostic 
purposes. Post-mortems. A scale recommended to be 
charged for prescribed medicines : hypodermic medica- 
tion . use of apparatus on loan: proprietary and stock 
medicines, etc. 


The relation which federated members should take up 
towards non-federated men was discussed, but no reso- 
lution was at present come to. It was decided to send 
a report of the proceedings to the Journals with the 
Ethical Rules ; but that the scale of fees and prices be 
only supplied to members. 

Votes of thanks to the Chairman for presiding, and to 
Mr. Donald for the part he had in calling the meeting 
and the trouble he had taken in arranging the scales, 
concluded the meeting. 


Rabies in Paris. 


The Paris correspondent of 7'he Lancet writes :—“The 
increase of rabies among dogs in Paris has now become . 
alarming, and M. Martel, chief veterinary surgeon to the 
Prefecture of the Seine, has pointed out tothe Academy 
the grave danger which threatens. In the Paris area 
411 cases of rabies were reported in 1918, and 61 during 
the first 25 days of the month of January just past ; 
compare this with the 3 or 4 cases per annum with which 
we had to reckon in 1913 and 1914. 350 bitten people 
have attended the Pasteur Institute, and several deaths 
have occurred three of which are recent. Stray dogs 
without leash or muzzle are numerous in Paris. The 
disease is thought to have been carried by dogs aband- 
oned by their masters in the war zone, and by others 
which have escaped from the camps established near 
Paris to test the effect of the new asphyxiating gases 
M. Martel demands the application of strict police 
measures ; all dogs should be numbered, registered, and 
obliged to wear a collar with a medal attached certifying 
that the tax has been paid by their qwners ; in addition 
they should all be muzzled. Stray dogs should be ruth- 
lessly collected by police agents and brought to the 
special depot (Za Fouriére) to be destroyed if not 
within a week.” 


. 


In the House of Commons, Wednesday, Feb. 19. 
Rapies DEVON AND CORNWALL. 


Colonel Sir ArtHurR Parlia- 
mentary Secretary, Board of Agriculture, answering 
Mr. Carew, said :—At present the outbreak of rabies in 
Devon and Cornwall cannot in any sense be said to be 
stamped out. The disease may show itself at any time 
within six months from its inception. The last case was 
confirmed on the 11th inst., and, in addition, there is 
still a number of suspected cases unner investigation by 
the Board’s veterinary department. The total nnmber 
of cases confirmed by the veterinary officers of the 
Board to date is 118—Devon 94, Cornwall 24. The 


Board have reasen to think that the responsible local 
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authorities are sae out their duty as efficiently as 
their staff permits. am informed that to date 18 
civilians, two soldiers, and one sailor have been bitten 
and undergone the Pasteur treatment for hydrophobia. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


Extracts from London Gazette 
Wark Orrice, WHITEHALL, Jan. 1. 
His Majesty the King has been graciously pleased to 
approve of the undermentioned reward for distinguished 
service in connection with Military Operations in 
France and Flanders :— 
* * * 
AWARDED THE MILITARY Cross. 
T. Capt. John Edgar Young, R.A.V.C., attd. H.Q., 
34th Bde. R.F.A. 
Feb. 13. 
Forces. Royat Army VETERINARY Corps. 


Temp. Capt. A. Hart relinquishes his commn. on 
account of ill-heath contracted on active service (Feb. 
14), and retains the rank of Cart. i. 

eb. 15. 


Temp. Capt. R. L. L. Hart to be acting Major while 
employed as D.A.D.V.S. (Jan. 5th). 


Feb. 17. 


Feb. 18. 


Temp. Capt. (actg. Maj.) A. de R. Gordon, D.s.o, to be 
actg. Lt.-Col. while holding the appt. of A.D.V.S. 
~_ 25, 1918) ; Temp. Capt, A. de R. Gordon, D.s.0. 

rom Gen. List to be temp. Capt. (April 19th, 1915) ; 
Temp. Capt. A. de R. Gordon D.s.0., to be aetg. Maj. 
(July Ist, 1916). The follg. relinquish their commns. 
(Feb. 19th) :—Temp. Capt. E. A. Phipps, on account 
of ill-health contracted on active service, and retains 
the rank of Capt; Temp. Lt. G. J. Harvey, on 
aceount of ill-health, and retains the rank of Lt. 
Feb. 19. 

Capt. and Bt. Maj. G. E. Tillyard relinquishes actg. 
rank ot Maj. on ceasing to hold appt. of D.A.D.V.s. 
(Feb 10) ; Temp. Lieut. W. E. Barry to be temp. Capt. 
(Feb. Ist). 

TERRITOKIAL Force, ARMY VETERINARY Corps. 

Feb. 17. 

Capt. W. K. Townson relinquishes his commn. on acct. 
of ill-health contracted ’on active service (Oct. 11,1918), 
and retains the rank of Capt. (substituted for that 
which appeared in Gazette, Oct. 10). 


OBITUARY. 
Watrer Seymour Apams, Col., late A.V.C., Roslin 
Road, Bournemouth. 
Graduated Lond: April, 1866. 
Died 15th February, Aged 74. 
Tuomas AucustineE O’Brien, T. Lt., A.V.C., J imerick. 
Died on Active Service, 6th October, 1918. 


Temp. Lt. P. McLaughlin to be temp. Capt. (Jan. 22). 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 


ro 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Rabi Foot- 
Anthrax and-Mouth | Glanders.t Swine Fever. 
Cases | Disease. ange. { 
Confrmd) Out- | Ani- Out- | Ani- | | ani. | Sb 
Period. 2 breaks; mals.| Out- | Ani- {breaks} mals. break Scab. | Out- | Slaugh- 
Pigs reaks| mals. ‘ breaks | tered. * 
A'S] (a) (2) (0) (0) | (@) 
Gr. BRITAIN. | ' 
Week ended Feb.15] 1 1 3 13 2 8 j 209 | 378 18 18 3 
1918 9 | 9 1 177| 330] 24! 10 3 
1917 18 | 20 85| 194] 2] 31 7 
1916 16 | 17 1 24 1 6} 72] 160 8] 73 214 
Total for 7 weeks, 1919 | 16} 3] 29 43 16 89 | 1228 | 2531 | 189 124 | 39 
di 1918 50 5¢ 2 31 1096 | 2155] 150 106 33 
Conaeee ing 1917 102 | 109 4 7] 609 | 1301] 231 265 91 
peried in | 1916 92 | 95°] 1 | 94 10 | 36} $645 |}1685 | 117] 541 | 1694 


{ The Parasitic Mange Order of 1911 was suspended 
a) Confirmed. (b) Reported by Local Authorities 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Feb., 18, 1919 


from 6th August, 1914, to 19th March, 1915, inclusive 
+t Counties affected, animals attacked :— 
Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 


IRELAND. Week ended Feb. 15 2 4 1 25 
1918 ... eee 6 19 eee 

Total for 7 weeks, 1919 19 R2 | 8 38 


Department of Agriculture and Technical nstruction for Ireland (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Feb. 17, 1919 


Nore.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


* Ag diseased or Exposed to Infection 


